To be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others. The true test of our commitment to freedom is just beginning.”
(Sharing on our notion of freedom and slavery, and on our commitments)

WORD OF GOD …Hope for freedom!
Isaiah 65: 17, 19, 21-23

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth...I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it...They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat...My chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; *for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well.
 (Silence or music)

Slow Rising  
(excerpts)
Charles Singer
Christ passed from death to life.
Through his resurrection he overcame death …

So that we might rise again! 

It is Easter and resurrection is our hope! …
(Sing an Alleluia!)
Our Resurrection, our passage through death, begins now.
Our slow rising from death is current and on-going. 

It happens daily ! 
(Sing an Alleluia!)
The condition for rising now, even as Christ did,
is to live according to the words of life given by Christ.

Because Christ is the well from which life, true life, springs forth like living water! 


(Sing an Alleluia!)
In union with our brothers and sisters who are enslaved, we pray: OUR FATHER… 
HYMN  
Sing a New Song 
CBW III – No. 563

R/  Sing a new song unto the Lord; let your song be sung from mountains high.
      Sing a new song unto the Lord, singing alleluia.

Yahweh's people dance for joy.

Glad my soul for I have seen
O come before the Lord.


the glory of the Lord.
And play for him on glad tambourines,
The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised.
and let your trumpet sound.

I know my Savior lives.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Secretariat of ACAT Canada: 514-890-6169; info@acatcanada.org 

Website: www.acatcanada.org/  ACAT prayers are posted here.
Address: 2715, ch. Côte-Sainte-Catherine, Mtl H3T 1B6 (métro U de M)
Translation: Patricia Pietroniro 
Solidarity-prayer Committee:  J. Boucher, P. Druelle, N. Leduc, B. Tellier, G. Villemure. 
[image: image1.jpg]


 ACAT PRAYER SERVICE
Lent 2014
Long live freedom! ...

Long live the resurrection!
INTRODUCTION

Lenten Season:

A time of grace, a time of journeying towards the Light of Easter
A time in which everyone is invited to move from darkness to light, from slavery to interior freedom (Gal. 5:1).
A time of international solidarity with the millions of human beings who are living in conditions of servitude here and elsewhere.
Let us take a moment of silence to prepare to enter into prayer.
HYMN
 For the Healing of the Nations (Fred Kaan)  
CBW III – No. 503

For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord;

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords.

To a life of love and action 
help us rise and pledge our word.


Lead us now, Lord, into freedom, from despair your world release;

that, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace.

Show us how through care and goodness 

fear will die and hope increase.
WORD OF GOD 
Isaiah 58: 6-10
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; . . . and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, . . . your vindicator* shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.


(Short period of silence)
Already, in his Letter to the Galatians (5: 1), Paul exhorted us against all forms of slavery: “For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
In 1888, in Rome, Bishop Charles Lavigerie issued this call as he launched a vast campaign against slavery:
“I do not call you only to faith, 
but to reason, to justice, to respect, to love of liberty…
I am a human being, and nothing human is foreign to me. 

I am a human being, and injustice towards others revolts my heart. 

I am a human being, and oppression offends my nature. 

I am a human being, and the cruelties against so many of my peers 
can elicit only horror from me. 

I am a human being, and what I would like is that what was done to set me free... 

I would do to restore freedom to the sons and daughters of this unhappy race...
Enough blood! Enough wicked arrests! 
Enough tears, enough children taken from their mothers,  
enough men torn from their villages, from the peace of their homes…

to be discarded at the discretion of a cruel master…!
Enough, ...in the name of justice, solidarity, human nature 
and the One who has traced his law in our hearts.” 

 (Silence or music)
We would like to believe that all forms of slavery have disappeared since that time! However, an article which appeared in La Presse on January 17, tells us that “There are 30 million slaves in the world today.” This practice exists in Mauritania, in Haiti, in Pakistan, in India, in Nepal… and even close to us! Modern slavery takes on a variety of forms throughout different parts of the world.
PRAYER
Let us pray for all those who are enslaved.
In Asia at least 20 million people are “in debt bondage”. Recruiters offer money to the residents of poor villages. In exchange, they must work to reimburse this loan. Thus, adults and children are doomed to a life of slavery. Cheated and underpaid, they are incapable of buying back their freedom.
Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom for these slaves in Asia.
In Mauritania, Niger, and Sudan, hereditary slavery exists! Children are born and die as slaves like their parents.  These people have no rights over their children or their property. Upon the death of their master, they are divided up among the members of his family, like his head of livestock
Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom for these slaves in Africa.
Human trafficking is the lucrative trade of human beings, often for sexual exploitation. Children are kidnapped or bought by criminal networks in South-East Asia. Even here, in Montreal, Romanians are forced into prostitution! 
Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom for these sex slaves.
In Africa, as well as in the Gulf States, we find adults and children who are forced to carry out long and arduous work under dangerous conditions. They are deprived of an identity, and are confined and mistreated. This cheap labour includes many children.
Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom for these slaves of forced labour.
In Pakistan and Afghanistan, women and young girls are subjected to forced marriages. Thus, they live in a continuing state of enslavement, forced to carry out agricultural or domestic work.
Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom for these slaves of forced marriages.
Finally, we also are afflicted by many forms of slavery: the lure of money,  addictions of all sorts, a desire to dominate … which restrict our interior freedom.

Lord, you who set us free,

stir up the winds of freedom in our hearts!

(Silence or music)
PSALM

Ant.:  “Father, free me from slavery”  Roger Gauthier






             Prier avec les psaumes; p. 238

With all my strength, I cry out to my Father;
Loudly, I entreat him.
Exhausted and breathless, I walk on.
You alone, Father, know where I am going.
The road upon which I am walking is filled with pitfalls.
No one is interested in what I am going through!
Therefore, I cry out to you, Father.
I say to you: “You alone are my shelter. 
In the whole world, you alone care about me.”
Deliver me from the trials which never leave me…

Free my soul from its captivity
So that I may celebrate your love.

READING : In his autobiography “Long Walk to Freedom”, Nelson Mandela voiced his thoughts on freedom:
“A man who deprives another of his freedom is a prisoner of hatred, locked behind the bars of prejudice and narrow-mindedness. I am not truly free if I deprive someone else of freedom, just as surely as I am not free when others deprive me of my freedom. The oppressed and the oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity. . . 
