Invitation to the Chrism Mass.
Warm greetings in Christ our Lord Jesus.

The Chrism Mass in our diocese will be held Tuesday March the 26th at 19h30 p.m. in the basilical-cathedral St. Cecile of Salaberry-de-Valleyfield. I am inviting all of you members of the Christian Communities, group movements, pastoral agents, deacons, religious members, priests, members of the diocese, to participate in large numbers in this liturgy that unities our Christian Community around our bishop.

All elements of this Chrism Mass underlines our belonging to the people of God and our common mission to proclaim the Word of Christ to our brothers and sisters in humanity. This year, however, we wish to link this with our three pastoral priorities.

The year of Faith which started October the 11th 2012 and ends November the 22nd 2013 os for us believers an occasion to rediscover the gift of our faith : Faith deepened by returning to the roots of God’s teaching and the traditions of the Church; faith celebrated and prayed by an active participation in the sacraments and the liturgy; faith engaged by practicing charity and solidarity with the less fortunate of this world; faith announced by the teaching of Christ and the witnessing of our words and actions and our lives. Were we not anointed by the Holy Chrism?

The challenge of the new Evangelization rests on each of us. It is up to us to proclaim the Good New and find the new ways, words, voices and projects adapted to our world especially to families. The youth and the lapse in our society. With the support of our community and our small groups or cells of Evangelization let us be men and women engaged and ardent to share our hope. Does not the oil of the catechumens tell us that we must create new disciples?

The family is the foundation of society and the principle identity of the individual. The Christian family is the first place for the transmission of faith. Faced with the ills that affect them, difficulties that they encounter, and the suffering that they feel our families are in need of healing and the balm of reconciliation so that they can really be a place of communion, harmony and peace. In a symbolic way, the oil of the sick is necessary to them.

Therefore, I wait for you in our beautiful cathedral on Tuesday March the 26th at 19h30 p.m. Together, let us celebrate this Church event to renew our promise and our vows as consecrated people and missionary envoys. May this renewal revive our faith and stimulate our fervor to go ahead and be beacons that will guide the men and women of our day and give them the desire to navigate towards the shore where Go dis in Christ and the Holy Spirit is waiting for them to serve the bread of this love and his living Word.
