
[image: image1.jpg]!’DIOCESE
DE VALLEYFIELD




January, 10, 2012

Dear faithful people of the diocese of Valleyfield,

When the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, asked me to become Bishop of Valleyfield, I did not hesitate at all. It’s with great joy and humility that I accepted this responsibility to be the 8th Bishop of Valleyfield and to be a shepherd, truly inspired by the love of God. As Saint Augustin once said: ‘’With you I am christian, for you I am bishop’’.

For 23 years, I worked in Ontario as a professor of moral theology & bioethics at the University of Sudbury, as well as, St. Paul University in Ottawa and since 2008, as auxiliary bishop of Sault Ste-Marie. During these years, I acquired a rich academic and pastoral experience. The relationships and friendships I lived, have fulfilled my heart. It is with sadness that I am leaving the diocese of Sault Ste-Marie and its pastor and friend, Bishop Jean-Louis Plouffe. 

Nevertheless, I am very happy to come back to Quebec and to serve the people of God in Valleyfield as did Bishop Luc Cyr, Bishop Lebel and all my predecessors who built the Church of Valleyfield with courage, generosity, devotion and love; they transmitted to me and entrusted to us a unique and precious heritage. If the Church of Valleyfield is what it is today, it is greatly because of the faithful, zealous and constant self-giving of these priests, deacons, ministers, religious men and women, committed lay faithful, teachers and parishioners who invested time, energy, love and money to build up living Christian communities truly devoted to the Gospel.

It is my intention to walk in the footsteps of these witnesses of love, hope, and faith, but at the same time, I would like to develop something new. For this purpose, I offer in all humility, my experience, my love of God, my love of Christ, my love of life, my world vision, my Church vision, my desire to serve all my brothers and sisters in humanity, especially the little ones and those who are suffering. I also bring my sense of human relationships and justice, as well as my spirit of teambuilding and solidarity. 
My episcopal motto is ‘’Love, Joy and Peace’’ (Gal 5, 22). Love, because God is love and where there is love, God is there: with you and for God I want to be a humble witness of Christ’s love, that love which is self-giving, forgiving, merciful and compassionate. Joy, because I love life, I believe in life and I am happy to be a follower of Christ who wants us happy, not only in the future, but also here and now. Peace, because I am a man of peace and I desire to gather together all people in Jesus, Word made flesh and source of unity.
In the last decades, the Church has gone through many difficulties and trials. We face a lot of challenges, one of which is the pertinence of faith, of the Church in a very secularized world. We cannot look backward with nostalgia to the former model of Christianity. We must invent new ways in which the Word of God, always new, will speak to all those who are searching for meaning and happiness; together, we must find a new ardour in our mission to announce the Good News; it is still an extraordinary treasure to be revealed to our brothers and sisters in humanity, especially to families, to youth and to those who are actually forgotten or abandoned.
For this purpose, we need to continue to build up living communities, communities of fraternity, charity and unity, havens of communion, life, sharing and solidarity. These are my expectations and my hopes! Together, one in communion and love, we can and must work to give Christ’s hope to our co-citizens
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+ Noël Simard

Elected Bishop of Valleyfield


